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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1968 this house as well as the plantation documents stored within it were
bulldozed into a nearby pond. Only the tall chimney remains to mark the site.
This chimney, an old photography of the house located, and conversations with the
owners provide the following description:

Located about 30 feet from the butler's pantry on the southern wind of the
main house, this one story frame structure served as the separate kitchen for the
main house and as living quarters for house servants for a number of years. It
was somewhat larger and considerably more substantial in appearance than most
slave cabins. Its facade was two bays in length, one door flanked on the north
by a double hung sash window. The frame rested on brick foundations and was
sheathed by overlapping weatherboards. The northern gable end was dominated by
a tall, brick, outside end chimney built in a late 18th century fashion. The
owners remembered that the roof was covered by wood shingles. The cornice was
boxed. In the interior, the flooring was of planks. The firebox opening, once
considerably larger, has been bricked in. In the southeastern corner a circular
stairway ascended to the loft. There were no supports underneath or paneling to
enclose it.

Another room was built, probably later, to the southern gable end. This
did not serve as a bedroom, but as a large pantry where food and cooking utensils

were stored, according to the ownmers,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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Slave Cabin (site) at Cross Manor
47733 Cross Manor Road
St. Mary’s City Quadrangle
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